
 1 March 2019 

 

Barber Dam Joint Meeting Transcript 1 

March 21, 2019 at 2:00 PM 2 

Barber Park Education and Event Center 3 

4049 S. Eckert Road, Boise ID 83716 4 

 5 

Heidi Wahto: Thank you all for coming, welcome. We're going to run through 6 

introductions here. I'll show you what our agenda is. My name is Heidi Wahto, and I am a 7 

licensing consultant that is working with Enel and Ada County on the Barber Dam Relicensing 8 

Project, and this is why we're here today. I want to have our team introduce themselves, and we 9 

won’t go throughout the whole room here, but we do ask that if and when you have questions, 10 

we have a handheld microphone, please state your name and that way it'll help us with the 11 

transcript. So again, Heidi Wahto, McMillen Jacobs. I'm the Project Manager of this relicensing 12 

Project. 13 

Chuck Salo: Good afternoon. My name is Chuck Salo. I'm the Regional Manager for the 14 

Hydro West projects, and so I'm responsible for all of the operations in Idaho. 15 

Kevin Webb: My name is Kevin Webb. I am the Hydro Licensing Manager for Enel 16 

Green Power North America and its subsidiary Fulcrum LLC, which is the co-license on this 17 

Project. 18 

Samantha Owen: My name is Samantha Owen. I'm also with McMillen Jacobs providing 19 

support for Heidi. 20 

Lewis Wardle: Good afternoon, Lewis Wardle with Louis Berger Company. I am a sub-21 

consultant to McMillen Jacobs. 22 

Elise Anderson: Hello, I'm Elise Anderson. I'm working with Kevin. I just joined in the 23 

relicensing, so I'll be working on this Project, and I'm glad to be here. 24 

Heidi Wahto: I'm going to just point out Kyle Brown here in the back. 25 

Kyle Brown: Yea, my name's Kyle Brown. I'm the site manager for all of the projects in 26 

Idaho. 27 

Heidi Wahto: And then Sam if you would pass the microphone to Lorna. 28 

Lorna Jorgenson: So, we have a lot of Ada County representatives here today. We have 29 

Chairman Kendra Kenyon, and we also have Commissioner Diana Lachiondo, and we have Terri 30 

Broome in the back, and because we have all three Commissioners present, this counts as a 31 
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quorum. And then we also have Scott Williams who is the Director of Operations, and Selena 1 

O'Neal. And then Ax Yewer and I are the attorneys who kind of try to keep track of the FERC 2 

process. 3 

Kevin Webb: I don't think you stated your full name. 4 

Lorna Jorgensen: Oh, Lorna Jorgensen. 5 

Heidi Wahto: Thank you. I'll remember that in the transcript. Yea so, thank you, and I'm 6 

going to just jump back up into the first slide here and run through the agenda, and check the box 7 

here on welcome and introductions. I’m going to run through an overview of the Project layout 8 

and operations. Many of you were at the site visit this morning, so we’ll just review and we'll 9 

keep it at high level for those of you who couldn’t join us. But we’ll run through that, and we’ll 10 

have opportunity throughout that part of the presentation for questions. We split up into two 11 

groups at the site visit today. The two different groups might have talked about two different 12 

things, so we just want to make sure that everyone has a chance to get some of the same 13 

information in this meeting and then the next meeting. Then we'll run through an overview of the 14 

FERC relicensing process and what the schedule will be between now and 2021, November of 15 

2021, which is when we file our Final License Application to the FERC requesting relicense. 16 

That will kick off a two-year process the FERC will use to conduct their efforts that will result in 17 

a new license issued in November of 2023. We’ll tell you a little bit about the Pre-Application 18 

Document. That is a document that we filed at the end of November that kicked off this process, 19 

and then we’ll open the floor to questions and discussion and study requests and what the next 20 

steps will look like. So, the Project. So, let me make sure that I covered all of the business here 21 

that I… let me ask was there anyone on the phone? Sam, can you tell me if anyone's on the 22 

phone? Okay, there are folks on the phone too, so we'll make sure that we give them a chance to 23 

comment at those stopping points. And did everyone have a chance to sign in? If you haven't, 24 

please make sure that you do on the way out. That's also part of our FERC record. So, Project 25 

overview… make sure that screen’s keeping up with this one… Barber Dam, as many of you 26 

know, is located on the Boise River right here in Boise City. It's located at river mile 58.9, six 27 

miles southeast of downtown Boise. It's outside the city boundary, but it's increasingly very close 28 

to the city-county boundary. It's four miles downstream of Lucky Peak Dam, that's a large U.S. 29 

Army Corps of Engineers facility, and the dam is two miles downstream of the Boise Board of 30 

Control / Bureau of Reclamation’s Diversion Dam. The Project also lies within the 425-acre 31 
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Barber Pool Conservation Area. We have a map here of the Project setting. Again, nothing that 1 

you probably aren't already quite familiar with. So, the Project layout. Again, for those of you 2 

who were with us on the tour, we were sort of scattered and spread out in two groups, so just to 3 

make sure that we hit some of the same information. The powerhouse was originally constructed 4 

in 2005, between 2004 actually and 20061. We found some conflicting records. We do know that 5 

it was refurbished in 1987, and what that means is that the original powerhouse and the original 6 

equipment had become inoperable when the mill had gone out of business, and it had been 7 

neglected. So, they took the opportunity to install modern hydropower equipment. The 8 

refurbishment work took place in 1987. The new equipment, two horizontal Kaplan units, and 9 

they are rated at at 1,077 kilowatts each, so that brings us to just over 2 megawatts for the 10 

Project. The dam spillway… I'm going to pull up the next screen and also look at my specs so 11 

you can visualize, see visually what I'm talking about. The dam spillway is 400 feet long and is 12 

25 feet high. The embankment dam, which is an original rail bed, runs north of the Project. 13 

North? 14 

Kevin Webb: Right. 15 

Heidi Wahto: Yes, thank you. 16 

Kevin Webb: Let me ask a question. Can those of you out in the audience see this okay? 17 

Or should we pull some of the blinds here? 18 

Heidi Wahto: It's iffy? Lewis can do that, pull some blinds. And then Kevin, maybe you 19 

could point out some of these features. So, the embankment dam is 1,100 feet long. Its highest 20 

point is 39 feet high.  21 

Kevin Webb: So, there's the powerhouse. 22 

Heidi Wahto: Yea, and the impoundment and the spillway. 23 

Kevin Webb: The embankment dam was the original railroad roadbed that serviced the 24 

mill. What else do you want to mention? 25 

Heidi Wahto: The impoundment is 75 acres, and the canoe portage, if you want to point 26 

that out Kevin, starts at the upstream… 27 

Kevin Webb: Right here. 28 

                                                           
1 Corrected: The powerhouse was originally constructed between 1904 and 1906. 
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Heidi Wahto: …starts out with the staircase leading over the embankment dam to a ramp 1 

down a trail, takes you down to the canoe / kayak put-in and the lower part of the Project. So, 2 

what’s in the Project boundary? We won't spend too much time talking about that, but all these 3 

features that we have pointed out… the boundary currently follows the trail around that elbow 4 

between the take-out and the put-in. Project operations. The Project operates in a run-of-river 5 

mode, which means that it has this water that comes down from Lucky Peak and Diversion Dam; 6 

the water flows in an unrestricted way over the spillway. What the powerhouse can 7 

accommodate is a total of 2,154 cfs, approximately. I think that's when they are running at full 8 

power. Chuck, am I correct that it can approached 3,000 cfs?  9 

Chuck Salo: They pass the 2,154, and then anything additional flows over the spillway. 10 

Heidi Wahto: Okay, thank you. The local operator, and these are staff members that Kyle 11 

is a supervisor over, the local operator conducts daily inspections at the Project, that's 7 days a 12 

week, and the Project is also remotely operated 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, from Enel’s 13 

operations center in Massachusetts. The trash raking system. Many of you who were on the tour 14 

saw that today and a few had a question about that. It's manually operated, and it removes river 15 

debris, sluices river debris from the upper pool down to the lower part of the Project back into 16 

the Boise River. Human trash, water bottles and soccer balls and that kind of thing, are removed 17 

and disposed of appropriately. We are proud to be able to say the Project generates clean 18 

renewable energy and locally powers approximately 3,000 homes. Couple of nice pictures here. 19 

What we saw today was a Project operating at just below the spillway elevation, so the concrete 20 

face of the dam was actually dry today, and that’s the winter mode of operation, pull the water 21 

down just slightly so that what would be otherwise this thin stream of water on the concrete face 22 

of the dam during the winter does not freeze and add additional loading to the dam. In the 23 

summertime, the pool is held just slightly above or right at the spillway level, and that's what you 24 

see here. This picture was taken in September of 2018. This picture shows the tailrace nicely. In 25 

this picture, just one of the two units was operating. Next slide… really the wrong way. 26 

Kevin Webb: You are very much the wrong way. 27 

Heidi Wahto: Whoa, that's because I was hitting the home button, sorry, moves really 28 

fast. Okay, so this is a panorama of the pond. On the left is the boat… you can see some of the 29 

safety features, the boat rope on the left, the right is not visible from the picture but there is a 30 

wire strung across the river, across the series of islands, that are remaining from the lumber mill 31 
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operation. There are also a series of warning signs throughout the head pond in the Barber Pool 1 

indicating the warning zones related to the Project. And then what Kevin is pointing to right now 2 

is the stairway leading out of the Barber Pool for canoe and kayak access to the lower river. We 3 

breezed through that pretty fast. So, both of these figures I want to mention, or both of the earlier 4 

figures, the facilities layout and the area map, are figures from the Pre-Application Document. 5 

You will find those figures and many, many others in the PAD when you all have an opportunity 6 

to turn to that if you haven't already. Let's see, not sure that I noted everything that I intended to. 7 

Let's see, I want to say just a couple more things about this picture. The dam is spilling ever-so-8 

slightly, and that's why you can see the wet face. This is the more typical, and this is the intended 9 

operations during irrigation season. So that's how the Project is operated, and then, I think I’ve 10 

already mentioned this, during winter season it’s lowered just minimally to prevent icing, and 11 

during irrigation system it’s set just above the spillway, that is to attempt to ensure constant flow 12 

of the Boise River over the Project. I'm going to… yes, I think I’ve covered everything… stop 13 

here, invite some questions from the audience, and also maybe first from Kevin and Chuck. Is 14 

there anything that… is this what we rehearsed and what we planned to talk about? What came 15 

up in our discussions at the site visit brought out some other additional points. Is there anything 16 

you would like to add? 17 

Chuck Salo: No, I think you covered it well, and just reiterating or going over again what 18 

we saw this morning at the dam. If anyone does have any questions about the operations or 19 

anything in the presentation so far, I'd be happy to answer those questions. But then I think we 20 

can continue on to the next portion of the presentation. 21 

Heidi Wahto: Okay, FERC relicensing. This is why we're here today. The Federal Energy 22 

Regulatory Commission is the federal agency that regulates non-federal dams, so non-Army 23 

Corps of Engineers and non-Bureau of Reclamation dams, of a defined size. Barber Dam is one 24 

of those appropriately-sized projects that falls under Federal jurisdiction. It is the Federal Energy 25 

Regulatory Commission that regulates them. FERC has exclusive authority to issue licenses. 26 

They are allowed to issue licenses for a term of between 30 to 50 years. Presently, the FERC’s 27 

default policy is to issue 40-year licenses, so likely that is what we will be looking at when 28 

FERC issues its license in 2023, but it would be for a period of 40 years into the future. FERC 29 

also monitors license compliance throughout the term of a license and oversees the dam safety 30 

considerations review and ensures the dam safety compliance of a project whether it is a licensed 31 
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project or an exempted project, a conduit or a small dam like Barber or a larger structure. FERC 1 

licensing comes up like I said every 30 to 50 years. Compliance is ongoing but is determined by 2 

the conditions of the license. Dam safety is something that FERC and the licensee, the project 3 

owner and operator, does every day. These FERC licenses, they define what can be built. This 4 

project already exists, but for greenfield projects, what can be built, and licenses define other 5 

conditions for how the project can be operated. Other agencies involved in FERC licensing, 6 

many of whom are here today, have separate authority that are independent of FERC, but are 7 

coordinated by FERC and its relicensing process. We're following the Traditional Licensing 8 

Process, and we requested to use the TLP when we filed our Pre-Application Document in 9 

November of 2018. This was approved by FERC in February of this year. So, what the TLP 10 

means is that this pre-filing process leading up to the development of, and the filing of, the Final 11 

License Application is applicant driven. It is led by the applicant, and it is an open and 12 

transparent public process as regulated by the Federal Power Act. So, it is broken up into three 13 

stages. We are currently in Stage 1. We presented the Project setting to the stakeholders, that was 14 

the November filing. We have opened up this opportunity, and that's what this meeting is here 15 

today, and we hold it for stakeholders, agencies and tribes and interested parties to provide 16 

information needs and submit study request or comments on the Pre-Application Document on 17 

the Project. Once we receive those comments, and that deadline is 60 days from today, once we 18 

receive those comments and once we hit that deadline, Stage 1 is considered complete, Stage 1 of 19 

consultation. We’ll roll into Stage 2, and that is the period when we will complete the reasonable 20 

and necessary studies that have been requested by stakeholders at the end of Stage 1, the stage 21 

we’re in now. The applicants, Enel/Fulcrum and Ada County will provide then a Draft License 22 

Application and the study results to the stakeholders. We’ll file that with FERC also. That filing 23 

of the Draft License Application will be the closure of Stage 2. Sorry, there will be a comment 24 

and review period. Again, that’s 60 days2 following the Draft License Application. Once we hit 25 

that deadline and receive the comments, will be the closure Stage 2. We’ll roll into Stage 3. 26 

That's when the applicant prepares and files the Final Application with FERC. FERC takes over 27 

at that point. The completion of Stage 3, that deadline is November 30, 20203. FERC takes over 28 

at that point. FERC will have two years until 2023 to complete processing. We expect FERC to 29 

                                                           
2 Corrected: The review and comment period for the Draft License Application is 90 days. 
3 Corrected: The deadline to file the Final License Application and the completion of Stage 3 is November 30, 2021. 
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take approximately two years. Regulations require that we file two years in advance. 1 

Occasionally FERC takes shorter than two years, sometimes they take longer, but they have a 2-2 

year process to conduct an environmental review of the Project under the National 3 

Environmental Policy Act. FERC at this point is also taking the lead on consulting with agencies 4 

and stakeholders, and then conclusion of their process issuing a new license. That's a lot of 5 

information. Any questions?  6 

Kevin Webb: Can you please identify yourself for the record?  7 

Dorene MacCoy: I’m Dorene MacCoy with the City of Boise Public Works, and the 8 

question is on Stage 2. What's the timeline? What's the reasonable and necessary studies 9 

timeline? 10 

Heidi Wahto: Ok, that's a great question. I'm going to jump, so I can give you the right 11 

answer, to the schedule, a little sneak peek here 5 slides ahead. What we have targeted… can you 12 

point that out there, and I'm not sure that's readable? 13 

Kevin Webb: So, where we are, right here, we are conducting our joint meetings and 14 

we've also had our site visit, and so that's going on today. Sam, could I have the microphone. 15 

Okay so if you couldn't hear me before, we are here today on March 21st having our Joint 16 

Meeting, actually we have two joint meetings, as required by the regulations. The second one is 17 

this evening at 7 o’clock. And we've had our site visit which is also required in the regulations. 18 

After today, all of you will have 60 days to file formal comments and study requests, and we will 19 

be taking verbal comments today as well. We encourage you to put that in writing and send it to 20 

us, and we'll cover that in detail in a little bit. So, that formally… the end of the 60-day comment 21 

period will formally end Stage 1. Stage 2… really that can happen anytime. That is when we 22 

submit and distribute our Draft License Application. We are required to give stakeholders, all of 23 

you, 90 days to review and comment on that Draft License Application. We'd like to be able to 24 

give ourselves no less than 2 months between receiving the final comments on Stage 2, on the 25 

Draft License Application, the day that we received those comments and the day that we 26 

absolutely have to get the Final License Application in. That's statutorily set. That cannot be 27 

extended. So, Stage 2… 28 

Heidi Wahto: We've estimated about April. 29 

Kevin Webb: Yea, so we're targeting getting a draft application out sometime in April 30 

2021, 90 days of comments would put us somewhere in July for that time period. So, these can 31 
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be flexible, but we cannot issue that Draft License Application less than 90 days before the final, 1 

and we need time to turn it around and address comments. So, these are the two absolutely fixed 2 

hard dates, the filing date and license expiration. 3 

Doug Fowler: I'm Doug Fowler. What happens if you don't get re-licensed? 4 

Kevin Webb: So that is rare I will say, but if FERC denies us a new license… This is 5 

Kevin Webb, Enel Green Power… if FERC denies us the license, and I cannot think of an 6 

instance of that happening, basically it would then turn into a surrender proceeding, 7 

decommissioning proceeding, and where that goes is anybody's guess. The dam is owned by the 8 

county. As co-licensees we are jointly responsible for the decommissioning of the Project, so 9 

that's not something that we want to contemplate. I'm hopeful that we can come up with a 10 

licensing proposal that… to be honest it's a matter of coming up with a licensing proposal that 11 

nobody absolutely likes every bit of, but everybody agrees on through the process of 12 

compromise. I'm trying to find the best path forward that best meets everybody's needs. Does 13 

that answer your question? Okay. 14 

Heidi Wahto: So, just to summarize, then I’ll switch to the next slide. Licensing process 15 

is three stages. The purpose is to provide FERC the basis upon which they conduct their NEPA 16 

analysis. So, what does FERC look for in a process and in a license application? That the 17 

applicant’s proposal is best suited for the waterway according to the standards of the Federal 18 

Power Act, and, as Kevin was mentioning, the applicant’s proposal is expected to be a 19 

compromise among all of the agencies, interested parties, stakeholders and tribes, a proposal that 20 

we can all can live with. FERC will evaluate, and we will note, what changes the licensees would 21 

be proposing for the next license term, for the next presumably 40 years, and then specifically 22 

how those proposed changes relate to the project baseline, the current state that the project exists 23 

in and operates in, and the existing environment. These proposed changes would be evaluated 24 

and analyzed and could be conditioned by FERC in th new license. But it is this process that 25 

literally brings us here together today. We are looking for your information, and through these 26 

potential studies that might be conducted, the environmental analysis, the assembly of the draft 27 

and the Final License Application, that's how we'll see what comes out of all this. We put 28 

forward to FERC again what is best suited for the continuing existence of Boise River. 29 

Relicensing application has an alphabet soup. FERC is not the only acronym, neither is NEPA. 30 

The bolded exhibit here… each of these exhibits contains information that is required by FERC 31 
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to be presented to them in the license application. Exhibit E is where we present the results of 1 

any studies, the environmental analysis, and any proposed modifications. This is where the 2 

results of this work that we're kicking off today, the study requests, the studies, information 3 

needs, information gathering, Exhibit E is where all of that information is presented and given to 4 

FERC for consideration. So, information that's available to you right now. I'm sure many of you 5 

have discovered that we have a relicensing website. That's where we have uploaded almost all of 6 

the filings that we've made to date. We have a couple more to upload following the events of this 7 

week. This presentation will be placed on the website, so you'll be able to access it there. The 8 

transcript from this meeting, which will take a little while to complete, will also be placed there. 9 

We have a number of announcements that we’ll make as the process continues. You'll find those 10 

announcements, as well as the Project schedule. So, when I turn to the scheduling, on that slide 11 

I'll point out which dates are estimated. When they come into focus, those are the dates that we’ll 12 

update. The FERC docket, all of the issuances by FERC, all of the submittals by the licensees 13 

and by interested parties, agencies, all of the submittals made to FERC on record are available at 14 

www.ferc.gov. It's not an easy system to figure out. But for those of us who do FERC work all 15 

day every day, we are happy to show you how to login, how to search for this Project P-4881, 16 

how to find within a date range or use a keyword search, how to really drill down to find the 17 

document or set of documents, or the record that you might be interested in getting out of the 18 

FERC’s database on this Project. It has a wealth of information. We’re happy to show you how 19 

to use that. Another point that I want to make on this slide is that we maintain a distribution list 20 

for all of our submittals, our announcements. Many of you got the announcement of this meeting, 21 

of the events of today by email. That is our preferred method of communication. And for those 22 

of you who need to receive a paper copy, we are able to provide that. If you are not currently on 23 

the distribution list and would like to be, you can contact me and/or Samantha. I left a stack of 24 

cards on the table out front. You can also let Kevin know. If you will be the point of contact for 25 

your organization, please let us know that too. That enables us to know who might be best able to 26 

distribute information across a large group of people, but who will also be the point of contact if 27 

you choose to assemble a set of comments to provide to us. Yep, I'll just leave it at that. We also 28 

are required by the regulations to maintain a full record paper copy of the preceding, and that is 29 

being kept at Ada County’s Operations Department. There are some additional details about 30 

which office and which door to go in at the Ada County Courthouse in order to see those are 31 

http://www.ferc.gov/
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review those paper copies. I think you can check them out, you can borrow them, you can 1 

photocopy them, but again all of these documents are on the website. That's going to be I think 2 

the easiest way to stay up-to-date and have the most current version of anything. Also available 3 

almost 24/7 are Kevin Webb with Enel and myself. Our phone numbers are there and our email 4 

addresses. You can send an email anytime. 5 

Kevin Webb: Eastern Time. 6 

Heidi Wahto: Okay, so we're on the schedule, have a little bit of a look at the pre-filing 7 

schedule in detail. So, these are the steps, except for the last one, these are the steps in detail 8 

leading up to submission of the Final License Application. And then we know that FERC has 9 

one other step, two years to process and decide what to do with that license application. So, the 10 

items that have an asterisk next to them… the bold items are complete, and I'll be turning March 11 

21st bold after today. We’ll update this for the Project website also. The items that have an 12 

asterisk next to them, those are estimated. So, we don't know exactly when the studies will 13 

commence or what seasons we’re able to capture information during. We have an estimation that 14 

we may be able to initiate some studies in 2019, but it will likely be later this summer that we are 15 

able to do that. 2020 will be a more… depending on the study requests or what studies are 16 

reasonable and appropriate to conduct for the Project, we may have a more robust study season 17 

in 2020, and that will lead us into a period of time that we’re organizing our information and 18 

assembling the licensees’ proposal, which you’ll see in the form of a Draft License Application 19 

around springtime of 2021. And again, we want to give folks as much time to discuss, consider, 20 

contribute to that proposal, and then enough time before the application is due to allow for that 21 

review and consider your comments before we reach November 30, 2021. We had a few 22 

questions on the schedule, turning to the next topic on the agenda, but I want to take a pause and 23 

see if there are any questions from the audience at this point. Yes, Sam’s going to bring you the 24 

mic. 25 

Bryce Farris: My name is Bryce Farris. I'm an attorney at Sawtooth Law. I represent a 26 

number of irrigation districts, including Nampa-Meridian and Pioneer. I have some comments, 27 

but I also just have a question on what you went through. When does someone from FERC get 28 

involved in the process? Do they wait for the actual application, or as you get comments and 29 

requests for studies, do they decide whether or not you're adequately addressing those comments 30 

and those requests for studies before you submit the application? So, do they have a 31 
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representative that oversees what you're doing and whether or not it is complying with what they 1 

want to see before you file the application? I get that you will file an application after comments 2 

and requests for studies and other layers to this are done, but do they have someone like here 3 

today listening, observing what those comments are, and seeing whether or not you're adequately 4 

responding? 5 

Heidi Wahto: So, I'll start with that, but then Kevin you might want to add on to my 6 

answer. And thank you, just for the audience so the audience can know, we’ll turn to a question-7 

and-answer session at the end of this presentation, and if you have verbal comments for the 8 

record, at that time you can make them. But just to clarify anything about the presentation, this 9 

time I'm happy to take all of those questions so that we can stay on track. The Traditional 10 

Licensing Process is, as I said, applicant driven, but it must meet every requirement of the FERC. 11 

FERC has assigned staff to this Project already, so we know who that is, and we have been in 12 

contact with him. A lot of the exchange has been for your FYI, for your information. They are 13 

not participating in this meeting today, although we notified them of it, we’re required to. We 14 

invited them to attend. They don't commonly attend joint meetings in a Traditional Licensing 15 

Process. We invited them to call in too, but I'm not sure if they have. They might be the caller on 16 

the phone just to listen in. I think maybe you want to talk a little bit about how traditional Enel 17 

and FERC would work together on a licensing, and how you would expect them to support. 18 

Kevin Webb: Sure. Okay so again, Kevin Webb, Enel Green Power. So, as Heidi said, in 19 

the traditional process, FERC will typically not be involved until after the license application, 20 

and it's rare that staff get involved on a Traditional Licensing Process. Now, leading up to the 21 

issuance of the Notice of Intent and the Pre-Application Document, we had a rather lengthy 22 

discussion as to which process we were going to use. The standard process is called the 23 

integrated process. That is one where FERC staff is involved from the very get-go, and at this 24 

meeting they would be sitting up here, not us. After kicking the idea around, we decided that my 25 

understanding that folks in this community would be more comfortable with the traditional 26 

process, so that is why we went that way, that the over-involvement of the FERC early on would 27 

not be well-received. That is the advice that I was given. So that said, once FERC receives the 28 

license application, they will issue what’s called a tendering notice, that will be within a week or 29 

two after the application is received. And the tendering notice also invites additional study 30 

requests, so that if there is a study that has been requested, and we opted not to do that study, you 31 
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have a second opportunity, you have an opportunity to have FERC order us to conduct the study. 1 

Now that said, all of the licensing work that we are currently doing, we currently have 14 2 

underway, and previously I’ve done 10 or 11 earlier in my career, all of them have been done 3 

with the traditional process save one, which is a pretty complicated project we have in 4 

Massachusetts. We rarely reject a study request. So, we're going to be getting study requests 5 

from a wide diversity of people and interests here, not only in this room but those later on and 6 

those who may not even be here at all, and what we will try to do is pull studies together that are 7 

similar in nature that we can try to pull into one single study. The only time that we would reject 8 

a study would be one that really doesn't have any nexus to the project, per the criteria that Heidi 9 

had put up earlier. The example that I often refer to, not that I've ever seen this is, but if 10 

somebody is concerned about an endangered butterfly species that lives on a mountain top 11 

overlooking the reservoir, there's no reasonable connection there. But something that directly has 12 

to do with the operation or existence of the project, its impacts on the river, on various interests 13 

and resources in the river, absolutely that's connected, and we would then work through a study 14 

planning process with the stakeholders, with the study requesters, to ensure that we are collecting 15 

the type of information that will be useful, that will meet everyone's needs, so that at the end of 16 

the day we're going to be issuing study reports, and we would rather have the discussion be about 17 

what did we find and what does that mean for the conditioning of the license rather than how we 18 

conducted the study or whether we conducted the study. Let's talk about brass tacks here. What 19 

is really going to end up as a license condition? Maybe I'm going on too long here, but does that 20 

answer your question? Does that give you a little more reassurance about FERC’s involvement? 21 

Bryce Farris: Basically, there is no involvement until the filing of the application. 22 

Kevin Webb: Right, exactly yes. But what I'm trying to tell you is that once FERC gets it, 23 

there will be opportunities for additional study requests. They will almost invariably issue us a 24 

Request for Additional Information so that they have all the information they need to do their 25 

Environmental Assessment process. So, the filing of the license application is far from the end of 26 

the road.  27 

Bryce Farris: Thank you. 28 

Heidi Wahto: That was a great question. So, some of you, all of you, hopefully soon all 29 

of you, will have seen and read our Pre-Application Document. This is the milestone that Enel 30 

and Ada County met at the end of November of last year. This slide shows you in summary 31 
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fashion that Table of Contents of the Pre-Application Document. And we have received and 1 

appreciate a number of comments already, just a couple of FYIs, about potential errors or 2 

missing information in the Pre-Application Document, but I do want to say that the purpose of 3 

the PAD, how we arrived at the PAD, was a requirement of the regulation, our due diligence in 4 

identifying the existing relevant and reasonably available information about the Project and 5 

about the environmental baseline. Our due diligence included contacting the appropriate 6 

agencies. Many of you we reached out to directly. Many, maybe most of you here, received a 7 

questionnaire from us and responded with contact information, pointing us to some helpful data, 8 

information about the Project that maybe wasn't obvious online publicly or even available 9 

publicly. So, through that process we began to assemble of the existing environmental record on 10 

the Project. So, the purpose of the PAD is to provide FERC and stakeholders, sort of represent to 11 

you all of this information that you shared with us or pointed us to. Then in response, you all 12 

here, stakeholders, agencies, tribes, will then identify potential issues with the Project, your 13 

information needs, and you'll develop your study requests. A couple slides from here, what a 14 

study request could look like, and it could look like anything really. A key point to make here is 15 

that this is part of the three-stage consultation. We're in the first stage of consultation. How we 16 

maintain this record of consultation, we have this transcript here and a record of all public 17 

communications we have received. So, emails, FYIs pointing us in the direction of a piece of 18 

information, providing us a contact, all of that becomes part of the FERC record. So, study 19 

requests and comments. 60 days. We talked about this, at least in the group that I was walking 20 

around with at the site visit. 60 days from today, that's May 20th, and that's the deadline for study 21 

requests and comments. Please let us know right away if that is difficult for you to meet. We're 22 

open to knowing that immediately, well whenever it becomes clear to you. So, what we're 23 

looking for is for you to point out, as many of you have already, missing information from the 24 

PAD, any data gaps, your study requests, and again I'll get to what study requests could contain. 25 

We invite you to submit those as written comments, and will take them by email or hard mail, to 26 

Kevin, his address is there, and to myself. You have the option of also eFiling your comments 27 

with FERC. It's a little bit of a difficult process, eLibrary, eService, and eFiling. These are very 28 

specific FERC terms. There are some helpful guidance documents on FERC’s website to use 29 

their rather difficult system, their database. We're also accepting verbal comments today, 30 

although we strongly encourage you to provide us your comments in a written electronic form 31 
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for the record. So, study request guidelines, all these guidelines. They can appear to be quite 1 

daunting, but a study request could touch on each of these or go into great detail on each of 2 

these. I want to point out that what is something that FERC very much looks for, and as a result 3 

the licensees as well, is what is the nexus to the project. Kevin mentioned this butterfly example. 4 

But what is the connection of the information that you are needing with how this Project is 5 

currently or could be in the future conditioned, currently operating or how its operations could be 6 

conditioned in the future. I included a link to the guidance document online. It’s about 20 pages 7 

long, but it provides some good examples as well as some guidance for the definition of what 8 

each of these sections means, but I want you to focus on project nexus. A study request could 9 

also just take the form of “Hey, have you looked at xyz?”, it could be that level to start a 10 

conversation with us. I'll say it again because I don't want anyone to forget that we are March 11 

21st here, 60 days is May 20th. That is officially the closing of Stage 2 of consultation, but once 12 

again just let us know if that date is troublesome. That actually takes me to the end of the 13 

scripted portion of the presentation. So, are there any questions about what we covered here in 14 

the presentation, and then I will at the same time open the floor to comments. Please state your 15 

name, and your questions can go to anyone, myself or others. I'll try to facilitate the answer. 16 

Brandy Wilson: Thank you very much. My name is Brandy Wilson. I'm with the Lower 17 

Boise Watershed Council, which is a project of the Idaho Foundation for Parks and Lands, and 18 

we are a collaborative group of a bunch of different agency folks who are all looking at the 19 

ecology of the Barber Pool. So, my question for you today as we talk about these study requests, 20 

you provided a list of studies that would be included like vegetation, geology, species, things like 21 

that. Can you provide a little more information as far as what you're considering right now for 22 

studies so that we can provide better input to you? 23 

Heidi Wahto: So, I will point out that, I just looked back to the slide that shows the 24 

contents of the PAD, the major resource topics here are as defined by the regulation. That's how 25 

we organized the Pre-Application Document. I'm going to invite Kevin to speak about the kinds 26 

of studies that would be typical on a relicensing project and/or expected as a result of what we 27 

know we don't know. Does that make sense? 28 

Kevin Webb: Yeah. Okay so, during today's site visit, we discussed a few things in my 29 

group. For those of you who weren’t there with me, we split up into two groups, so I'm not sure 30 

what was discussed in your group, Chuck, but in our group I stated that we’ll likely have to do 31 
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some sort of water quality testing. One aspect that we haven't touched on is that before FERC 1 

can issue us a license, we need to get a Water Quality Certification from the State Department of 2 

Environmental Quality. Am I getting that right here? It's different in every state, so I get a little 3 

confused. It's basically a certification that the continued operation of the project duly conditioned 4 

will ensure that we comply with the state water quality standards. In order to do that we will 5 

more than likely need to collect water quality data. That's one thing that I'm anticipating that 6 

we’ll be doing. Another thing that came up in our group was I guess black willows are not… 7 

Heidi Wahto: Black cottonwoods. 8 

Kevin Webb: I'm sorry. So, I guess there's a concern that black cottonwood is no longer 9 

reproducing in the Barber Pool and whether that is something that we could do anything about? I 10 

might as well call out the elephant in the room. We have concerns about the downstream flow 11 

fluctuations that have been attributed to the operations of Barber Dam. I fully anticipate that we 12 

will be doing some sort of study to determine the nature of those impacts, how they happen, and 13 

hopefully we can point out some avenues for us… to find out what is our best avenue for 14 

minimizing those downstream impacts. So, it’s already built into the contract. Okay so, there's 15 

any number of things that we could be doing. We have not specifically proposed anything in the 16 

Pre-Application Document. That's a fairly standard thing to do in the industry. Basically, the Pre-17 

Application Document we’re putting out there to say: what do you need to know stakeholders, 18 

resource agencies, and so on, what do you need to know, what are your concerns and so on. So 19 

again, we haven't proposed anything specifically. We want to know what you all think. Does that 20 

answer your question? 21 

Bryce Farris: Bryce Farris. Again, following up on what you just said, I’m not sure I 22 

quite understood you, that you have stuff proposed but nothing specific yet, but I also thought 23 

that I heard you say that one of the issues you recognize is the impact of flows downstream. So, I 24 

guess what I'm looking for is confirmation that is a study, that is something you're going to look 25 

at, that is something we can expect. 26 

Kevin Webb: It is not currently proposed. It is anticipated. I'll put it that way. I think I 27 

know what your letter is going to say, okay. 28 

Bryce Farris: And then I guess, well maybe you can't commit that there is going to be a 29 

study and such information, but when is the timing? I don't really want to wait until 2021 to see 30 

something on how this is going to impact those flows. They’re ongoing every year. 31 
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Kevin Webb: Sure. So, the timing of that realistically by the time we start our study 1 

planning process… hello, did I accidentally turn it off? Okay, can you hear me? 2 

Heidi Wahto: You can go ahead. It's okay, you can talk. I can hear you. You’re close to 3 

me. 4 

Kevin Webb: So, where was I? So, by the time we receive our study request and then 5 

negotiate study plans, how are we going to study this and come up with a final plan and then 6 

mobilizing, it's going to be late summer at the earliest that we could get into the field. We 7 

certainly have all year. I would anticipate actually that this sort of study is something that we 8 

would carry on for an entire year. There could be a modeling component to it. I don't know. We 9 

want to know what you think as far as using that study to then come up with a proposal that 10 

would not go in until the final application is filed in 2021, and FERC would not actually issue an 11 

order on it until 2023. I do know that Chuck Salo has been working with you folks. I know that 12 

he's been doing some operational improvements and modifications already to try to meet your 13 

concern, but that's all we can do right now. Does that help? 14 

Bryce Farris: I guess what I'm looking for is something concrete as far as we're going to 15 

do the study and we're going to be able provide it to you at some point before 2021 regardless of 16 

whether or not you're in this FERC relicensing stage. We submitted comments and asked for 17 

operational changes whether you were up for relicensing or not, and you’ve got a recent letter 18 

from the Director of the Department of Water Resources saying that he's going to take action. 19 

So, regardless of the licensing and how you're going through the process, I guess what I'm 20 

expecting is some confirmation of we're looking at this and we're going to do something about it, 21 

and not just minimize impacts, but completely eliminate them. 22 

Kevin Webb: Are we losing all our microphones? 23 

Heidi Wahto: I don’t know. Keep going, don't stop. 24 

Kevin Webb: Will you be able to pick me up on your microphone there? 25 

Heidi Wahto: Sam's taking notes. It's okay, just keep talking. 26 

Kevin Webb: Okay. So, I guess, Chuck, this is something that I would turn over to you. 27 

Chuck Salo: Yeah, so this is going to probably end up with your letter and our letter. All I 28 

can do right now is tell you I bring a new set of eyes and a different approach to the operational 29 

management of Barber Dam. I'm committed to working with operations and to minimize the 30 
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impact to the river. But we can't commit today to say we're going to solve the problem how you 1 

want us to. 2 

Bryce Farris: I don't expect it today. I just want you to commit that there is going to be a 3 

study, you're going to look at this. 4 

Chuck Salo: Well, I think the best way forward is to propose a study that you would see 5 

would meet… how would that study be conducted? I mean we can propose studies, but you and 6 

Mr. Barrie, you're the experts on the irrigation system. How best can we look at what's 7 

happening, not only starting upstream, but at the Barber Dam, and then each successive off-taker 8 

all the way down the river. 9 

Bryce Farris: And my answer would be I've been raising this for a long time, even before 10 

this process about FERC relicensing, and nothing's happened. I've sent letters saying do this, 11 

change this, do things, and nothing's happened. I've done that. So, I'll continue to send them. I'll 12 

make a formal request today that you do those studies or something. I'll submit comment letters 13 

by May 20th reiterating what we've done, but I guess what I'm looking for is action. 14 

Chuck Salo: I can't go back. This is Chuck Salo with Enel Green Power. I can't go back 15 

from what you've asked for before. All I can do is from this day forward do our best to keep 16 

everyone happy, Enel Green Power, the irrigators, other stakeholders, recreationalists. It's all 17 

intertwined. But I have the utmost respect for the downstream irrigators and what they're trying 18 

to do and make a living off their allotted water. Yes, Rex? 19 

Rex Barrie: Rex Barrie. I’m the Boise River Watermaster, and I will gladly accept the 20 

title of the elephant. I do appreciate the communications we've had with Chuck, but I am 21 

genuinely concerned going forward into the future that the water users on the Boise River do not 22 

experience these unplanned interruptions. Enel has given us some great ideas for construction 23 

work, to schedule around it not to impact delivery of water on the Boise, but it is the unplanned 24 

interruptions when they lose their power feed that causes us to raise concern. So, mine is more of 25 

a comment than anything else to be on the record. 26 

Chuck Salo: Thank you, Rex. I want to also mention to you that we did bring Idaho 27 

Power, and they’ll be attending future meetings that are tentatively scheduled. I don't think we 28 

have a specific date to meet again with the Idaho Department of Water Resources, the irrigators, 29 

Enel, and now we're bringing in Idaho Power also to get into that conversation so that we can see 30 

if we can't work together. My goal is that Barber Dam runs continually year-round, and we’ll 31 
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have one planned outage per year for a week or two in the off-season. That's the goal, but the 1 

priority goal is to run 24/7, 100% availability from April 1st through October. We have the 2 

biggest component in that as far as to manage what we can manage, but there is a component in 3 

there that is Idaho Power, to work with them to solve that piece also. If it is a hard trip, and it 4 

does have an instantaneous impact, but like you mentioned other factors that make us lose 5 

power. 6 

Heidi Wahto: So, go ahead and keep that. You can hold on to that one. 7 

Arnold Thomas: I'd like to say good afternoon. My name is Arnold Thomas, elected 8 

tribal councilman of the Shoshone-Paiute Tribes of Duck Valley. The area here is territory that is 9 

a part of an unratified treaty. I am a member of one tribe of three other tribes, the Fort 10 

McDermitt, the Burns Paiute, and the Shoshone-Bannock, where this location here is referred to 11 

as our ancestral homeland for hundreds, thousands of years. And I make that reference because 12 

there are some documents out there from Enel that states that other tribes refer to this as their 13 

original homeland. I want to set the record straight that the Shoshone-Paiute-Bannock, this is our 14 

ancestral land. And we have sacred sites all throughout this area, as a lot of you who live in 15 

Boise are aware of, burial sites and sacred locations where we go to offer ceremonial prayers. 16 

Just want to make that known, but also regarding the 401 certification, our tribes here have 17 

always made it known that we’re concerned about water quality. As a human being, that's a 18 

major concern for generations in the future. What will our children have here in 50 years, 100 19 

years? Water quality is a must for all of life to continue. The salmon fish migrate from the 20 

Pacific Ocean all the way up here past the dam at one point. So, the natural flow has already 21 

been interrupted, and that’s the statement I’d like to make is I'd like to see what studies will be 22 

conducted regarding how the relicensing of this dam will impact the water quality for the people 23 

that live downstream. Thank you. 24 

Chuck Salo: Thank you, Arnold. I appreciate you reading that into the record. Those were 25 

very impactful words, and I encourage you and the other tribes to please provide written 26 

comments and requests into the record. Thank you. 27 

Scott Hauser: Good afternoon. I'm Scott Hauser, Upper Snake River Tribes Foundation. I 28 

work for Arnold and the other tribal leaders at the Shoshone-Paiute. I have two comments and 29 

one question. I communicated with Heidi via email, but I wanted to make it official on the 30 

record. Page 67 of the PAD, there are two errors. It notes that there are four tribes in Idaho. 31 
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There are five including the Shoshone-Paiute, of which of which I'm a member. It is a federally 1 

recognized Idaho tribe. It also notes that the Nez Perce Tribe is the only federally recognized 2 

Indian tribe located in the area. There are actually four federally recognized Indian tribes that are 3 

located closer to Boise than the Nez Perce. I will formalize these comments in written form as 4 

well. My question is on page 70, Fish and Aquatic Resources, it says no additional protection, 5 

mitigation, or enhancement measures are proposed at this time. My comment is why would we 6 

not be proposing new mitigation? Our organization, along with U.S. Fish and Wildlife and 7 

NOAA Fisheries, have developed a long-term Fisheries Resource Management Plan, and one 8 

goal of that report is returning stainable harvestable populations for consumption of Steelhead 9 

into the Boise, along with several other tributaries in Idaho. So, for instance we would 10 

recommend at least looking at a fish ladder on this dam. Because within 10 years… and we 11 

submitted this Fisheries Plan to FERC in another relicensing process, Hells Canyon. So, there's 12 

some other things that you will probably see from us. I guess I'm just confused why right off the 13 

bat you're stating there's no looking at any additional mitigation measures?  14 

Kevin Webb: Thank you for those comments. This is Kevin Webb. First, we'll make sure 15 

the corrections relevant to the tribes are corrected in all future documents, so thank you for 16 

pointing that out. Relative to the proposed mitigation, again that’s kind of a standard way of 17 

putting out a PAD. That's not to say that there may not be some sort of mitigation and 18 

enhancement measures that come out of this licensing and maybe eventually proposed in the 19 

Final License Application. Again, this is the opening kickoff of this relicensing. So, what we're 20 

here today for is to have an initial gathering of comments and study requests and so on, which 21 

will then be followed up hopefully by formal study requests. So, you mentioned a fish ladder. 22 

Make sure that gets in your commentary. I don't believe we have anyone here from Idaho Fish 23 

and Game. Yeah, oh I'm sorry. I didn't mean to dismiss you, I’m sorry. So yeah, the bottom line 24 

is what I've indicated before. We know that the new license is going to have, likely for the next 25 

40 years, is not going to be a Xerox copy of our current license. It's going to be a very different 26 

document. And Chuck doesn't like me to tell him this, but in two years he's going to have a very 27 

different project to manage. So, that's kind of why that statement is in there. It's atypical that the 28 

licensee would propose specific mitigation measures from the very get-go. 29 

Liz Paul: Good afternoon. I'm Liz Paul with Boise River Enhancement Network. We 30 

belong to your little stakeholder group, and I just want to say that it's been a long time since we 31 
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had a licensing process go on in the Boise River, 40 years almost. So, for a lot of us this is the 1 

first time through, and we really appreciate the effort that Heidi and Lewis and Kevin have gone 2 

through and the attitude that you brought with you today, and that site visit was awesome. It was 3 

great for you guys to open that up to everybody. And I also just wanted to say thanks that we do 4 

have all three of our County Commissioners here today and our Tribal Nation neighbors. So, let 5 

me just announce that Boise River Enhancement Network is trying to help everyone be effective 6 

participants in this process. It is kind of a confusing process, and then people just get busy and 7 

they can't necessarily communicate with each other. So, we’re trying to share information and 8 

help people work together. And along those lines, we have a program on Barber Pool coming up 9 

on the 5th at the Boise Library. We just had lunchtime programs to educate people about issues, 10 

and this one is about ecology and management at Barber Pool with Idaho Foundation for Parks 11 

and Lands and Idaho Fish and Game. A number of regulatory folks will be there to talk about the 12 

Barber Pool. And then we'll also pull together later in April, early May, I proposed to come 13 

together and talk about study requests, because you might want to know or I wonder what 14 

somebody else is going to be talking about for study requests, and especially if you're just a lay 15 

person, you’ve got something about recreation and how to really tell Idaho Department of Parks 16 

and Recreation to put that into their comments. We think that scrutiny will make this about a 17 

project, and public involvement. People walk their dogs there, and all the agency people who 18 

have a professional interest in it, will all come out to help the Boise River and our community. 19 

Kevin Webb: Thank you, Liz. One more thing that I don't think we made clear in our 20 

presentation is that Ada County is the co-licensee on this Project. We need to come up with a 21 

license application that Chairman Kenyan is willing to sign off on. So, it won't be just our VP of 22 

Operations. We’ll need a signature from both applicants. So, looking forward to working with 23 

you. 24 

Dorene MacCoy: Dorene MacCoy again with City to Boise. I have one comment and 25 

then… the comment is that I would not only include water quality assessments but also 26 

bioassessments because there haven’t really been any thorough studies of Barber Pool or 27 

anything around this area. Sort of like maybe a bio blitz. But, this will come in comments. Just 28 

river health is kind of a big deal throughout all of the Boise River. A question I had was 29 

upstream, what is the extent of your jurisdiction upstream of the Project, because it contains a lot 30 
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of sediments. Has anyone assessed those sediments? What is the potential for spillover of those 1 

sediments affecting the downstream water quality? Maybe you can fill in some gaps. 2 

Kevin Webb: Sure. So, thank you for your comments relative to bioassessment. That's 3 

kind of a standard thing that we would do. So, our backwater influence, the impoundment of the 4 

Project extends just around the top of the bend I believe. I think it's shown on one of these.  5 

Lewis Wardle: It's about a mile. 6 

Kevin Webb: About a mile, mile and a quarter or something like that. 7 

Heidi Wahto: And it hugs this side of the preserve. 8 

Kevin Webb: And I think this is something we discussed at the site visit. Our current 9 

Project boundary… which way is that slide… there it is. So, our current Project boundary is 10 

roughly a square plot of land that crosses over… there you go, yeah. So, our Project boundary 11 

follows that fence line and encompasses part of the pool, the County-owned lands, it 12 

encompasses the dam, and then there is an access easement onto the current Project boundary 13 

that goes all the way from the dam all the way up. And as I explained at today's site visit, we are 14 

currently undertaking efforts to correct and revise the Project boundary to encompass all aspects 15 

of the Project that are not currently in jurisdictional Project boundary, and we've been working 16 

with the Idaho Foundation on that. But that does not necessarily mean that's where the studies 17 

begin and end, because the effect of the Project does extend on downstream. Does that answer 18 

your question? Or did I miss something there? 19 

Dorene MacCoy: So, for instance, would the proposed study be to identify how much 20 

sediment is behind the dam, like say the bathymetry of the Barber Pool? Just identifying the 21 

resource, I guess. 22 

Kevin Webb: Ok, yes, I suppose we could do that. And what exactly is the concern 23 

though? How would that tie into a condition in the license? 24 

Dorene MacCoy: If there was a breach. 25 

Kevin Webb: Ok, if there was a breach, then yes. 26 

Dorene MacCoy: Then a slug of whatever will move downstream. 27 

Kevin Webb: That's something that Enel, no one wants to contemplate, but trying to 28 

avoid that sort of thing.  29 

Dorene MacCoy: But would that be something that you would address in a study? 30 

Kevin Webb: Possibly, I'd have to think about it. 31 
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Dorene MacCoy: I was just curious. Not saying you have to do it. 1 

Kevin Webb: Excellent. Anyone else? 2 

Heidi Wahto: Bill’s got a question. 3 

Bill Bosworth: I’m Bill Bosworth. I'm a wildlife biologist, actually I used to be a wildlife 4 

biologist. Now I’m an environmental staff biologist. The Department does not oppose or support 5 

this Project. It's our role to provide technical information addressing potential effects on 6 

important resources and how any adverse effects might be avoided or minimized. Our 7 

prescription authority is under Federal Code 36-1038. We will be providing some written 8 

comments. I also wanted to discuss something from a little different angle than what we talked 9 

about earlier. I think you're aware of this but for the record, flows in the Boise River are 10 

controlled by Lucky Peak Reservoir. Storage water right for Lucky Peak Reservoir includes 11 

152,300 acre-feet of storage for beneficial uses in streamflow units. Condition in the water right 12 

states that the Bureau of Reclamation and the Department of Fish and Game shall provide joint 13 

written instructions to the Department of Water Resources for conveyance to the Watermaster 14 

regarding the Boise stream flow maintenance storage water. So, it's through the administration of 15 

that account that we established the current 240 cfs winter flows, and for us maintaining those 16 

flows are critical for our fisheries in the Boise below the dam. So, I would like to establish that in 17 

in addition to the irrigation interests, we also have an interest in winter flows. I have two 18 

questions, and I don't know if you can answer either today, but I wanted to bring these up. The 19 

original license had a Wildlife Habitat Mitigation Plan associated with it. I’m curious is your 20 

intention to improve on that in the next license? And my second question is somewhat related. 21 

Can you comment on how the location of the dam where it is and the operation of that dam may 22 

potentially affect restoration projects upstream? Just to go a little deeper here, it's frequently 23 

brought up as a possibility to conduct projects in the Barber Pool Conservation Area that 24 

mitigate downstream effects from other projects, and I'm wondering if the presence of the dam 25 

there has an impact on future opportunities for a restoration project upstream? Could it 26 

negatively affect your operations if we were to say work on the floodplain or channeling 27 

restorations? 28 

Kevin Webb: Okay, trying to think through the whole thing here. Again, this is Kevin 29 

Webb. Yes, there is a Wildlife Mitigation Plan. I'm honestly not terribly familiar with it, but if 30 

it's something that your Department and other stakeholders might be interested in, yes we can 31 
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certainly look at updating that, making it more current to present conditions, and we're likely 1 

looking at something that goes 40 years into the future.  2 

Heidi Wahto: Can I comment on the Wildlife Mitigation Plan. This is Heidi Wahto. Just 3 

for a second, I don't know if you've looked at it lately, but it's not helpful. It's specific to 4 

construction. It was limited to the extent of construction impacts. So, for the Project vicinity, it 5 

would not be adequate today. 6 

Chuck Salo: Thank you for the clarification on that second comment. I would point out 7 

that a leading statement in that management recommendation plan is that the plan assumes that 8 

there would be no future effects from changes in flow. So, it's run-of-river, thus there'd be no 9 

future effects from operation of the dam, and thus the plan focused solely on the construction. 10 

Heidi Wahto: Thank you, and then you have a second question… 11 

Kevin Webb: …relative to restoration. Talking about restoration, you're talking about 12 

restoration of riparian habitats? Okay, chiefly dealing with restoration of riparian habitat. I guess 13 

without knowing any details, I can't imagine how that would affect our operations. One point of 14 

conversation that came up during the site visit today was we were discussing the lack of black 15 

cottonwoods, and what would be needed would be to raise the pond level to flood the root area. 16 

Even if we shut down for a few days, that would only raise the pond level a few inches. It 17 

wouldn't do much, and we’re not going to try to put flash boards on there. 18 

Chuck Salo: The elevation of the dam is that so there's no additional… I'm sorry this is 19 

Chuck Salo with Enel Green Power. So, the elevation of the dam is the elevation. We don't have 20 

any control to go any higher than the elevation.  21 

Kevin Webb: That's it. We're certainly willing to work with you. So, let's talk. We're 22 

starting a conversation. 23 

Mark Hofflund: Mark Hofflund. I'm really curious if you're aware of the 2002 study that 24 

the Army Corps of Engineers did with several resources from the community? What do you 25 

think of it? Is it useful today? Sorry, this is the Barber Pool. It was the study of the Barber Pool 26 

Conservation Area. It’s a site inventory analysis. It involved many agencies and nonprofits from 27 

the community. They came up with quite a study at the time. Now you might say it’s just no 28 

good anymore, we need to start over, or you might say that's a good baseline and we can see the 29 

way it is today, has anything happened in 20 years? 30 
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Kevin Webb: Right, and I would agree with the later statement. Yes, that is a good 1 

baseline, and so the question is how much have things changed, what of that change if any is 2 

good or bad, and how is that tied into the operation of the Barber Dam? The fact is that Barber 3 

Pool Conservation Area exists because of Barber Dam, and if Barber Dam where to go away, so 4 

would the Barber Pool Conservation Area.  5 

Heidi Wahto: Well it would recharacterize… 6 

Kevin Webb: It would recharacterize it’s habitat. We probably wouldn’t have some of the 7 

stuff we saw today. 8 

Heidi Wahto: By the way we relied heavily on that study. 9 

Kendra: Hi, Kendra Kenyan, the Chair of the Ada County Commission, and I just wanted 10 

to say thank you for taking the time to come and participate in this and public commentary, and 11 

most of you, a lot of you I saw at the site visit this morning for the tour, and it was a lovely tour 12 

of the dam. It was my first tour, and I just want to say thank you, very educational. I just want to 13 

say that we have new commissioners. Commissioner Lachiondo and I have been on for what 14 

about eight weeks now? And as partners in this relicensing process, it's new for us, but I would 15 

like to say, and I don't want to put words in Commissioner Lachiondo’s mouth, but we are really 16 

interested in engaging in the community. We are interested in understanding all aspects of what 17 

what's going on from irrigation needs and concern to environment, to health and wildlife 18 

mitigation, to trying to run a business, recreation, all of it. And so, we chatted today about 19 

bringing all the parties together. It seems like there have been meetings that have occurred and 20 

key people that have been missing. So, I just want you to know that we will ensure that when we 21 

have these meetings, everyone that needs to be proceeding and having a voice at that table, we’ll 22 

make every effort to make sure that happens. 23 

Chuck Salo: Thank you. 24 

Heidi Wahto: Any other questions, comments? Thank you very much everyone for 25 

attending the site visit earlier this morning, if you were able to attend that, and this meeting here. 26 

We have another meeting at 7:00. That meeting is at the Ada County Courthouse. 27 

Chuck Salo: Third floor. 28 

Heidi Wahto: No, no. First floor. So, you go through the door and go through the security 29 

checkpoint, and it’s to the right. So, it'll be the same presentation, and we'll try to keep to the 30 

same script, but everyone is welcome to attend that as well. I’m sure I’ll some of you this 31 
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evening. Be sure that if you didn't get a chance to sign in, then do so we have an accurate record, 1 

and thanks for your time. Again, this will go on the website. It’ll have our contact information, 2 

mine and Kevin’s. My business cards are out on the table there. You can get in touch with me at 3 

any point to share your thoughts or ask a question, tell me what your information needs are, get 4 

an extra copy of anything. Just let us know how we can be more communicative. Thanks. 5 


