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Heidi Wahto: All right we'll get started. I’m Heidi Wahto with McMillen Jacobs for those 6 

of you who have never met me before, or have seen me already for 8 hours today. For the record 7 

this meeting is being recorded. I am recording it here through my system and will create a 8 

transcript which will be filed with FERC. It's also being recorded by Ada County, so we'll have 9 

dual recordings to make sure that we can capture the discussion here today accurately for the 10 

FERC record. So welcome, thank you. We did this presentation earlier today, so hopefully we'll 11 

run through it much more quickly. We are kicking off the Barber Dam FERC Relicensing with 12 

this joint meeting as required by the FERC regulations. We started out with a site visit earlier this 13 

morning, and here is our planned agenda for this evening. We've got a 2-hour block of time. I’m 14 

not sure we'll need that much time, but we'll see how this goes. The items there, we’ll touch on 15 

each one. I'm going to start with introductions. Again, I'm Heidi Wahto with McMillen Jacobs. I 16 

am the Project Manager for the relicensing, and you can see there for managing the FERC 17 

process, some of the engineering and certainly questions related to engineering that might come 18 

up, and some of the environmental studies early on what comes out of this part of the public 19 

process. And so, I'm going to ask everybody in the room to introduce yourselves. We had a large 20 

number of people in the afternoon meeting and too much to go through, but I think if everyone 21 

could speak that would be great. We do have a handheld microphone for the folks in the 22 

audience. Sam will give that to you. So, when you speak please speak into the microphone so 23 

that we can capture it in the recording for the transcript. But I'll invite this table. 24 

Kevin Webb: I'm Kevin Webb. I'm the Hydro Licensing Manager for Enel Green Power 25 

North America and its subsidiary Fulcrum LLC which is the co-licensee of this Project along 26 

with Ada County. And I am directing the whole licensing process. 27 

Chuck Salo: Hi, I'm Chuck Salo. I'm the Regional Manager for Enel Green Power North 28 

America Hydro West, which includes Fulcrum LLC. And so, I'm here to be part of the process to 29 

make sure that we incorporate the operations and maintenance functions of the Project into the 30 

FERC relicensing efforts. 31 
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Samantha Owen: Hello, I'm Samantha Owen. I’m also with McMillen Jacobs supporting 1 

Heidi in the relicensing effort. 2 

Lorna Jorgenson: I'm Lorna Jorgenson with Ada County. 3 

Lewis Wardle: Lewis Wardle, Louis Berger Company, sub-consultant to McMillen 4 

Jacobs. 5 

Pat Wickman: Pat Wickman with Forsgren Associates. I'm here on behalf of Shakespeare 6 

Festival. 7 

Tamsen Binggeli: I'm Tamsen Binggeli, and I'm here with the Boise River Enhancement 8 

Network. 9 

Liz Paul: And I'm Liz Paul here also with Boise River Enhancement Network. 10 

Elise Anderson: I'm Elise Anderson. I'm here with Enel. 11 

Kyle Brown: Kyle Brown with Enel Green Power. 12 

Selena O’Neal: Selena O'Neal, Ada County Operations. 13 

Pat Williams: Pat Williams, Ada County Operations. 14 

Heidi Wahto: And one more. We have one more person your timing is perfect. 15 

Zack Autin: Zack Autin. I'm here with Boise River Enhancement Network and McMillen 16 

Jacobs. 17 

Lewis Wardle: Did you sign in Zack? 18 

Zack Autin: I did. 19 

Heidi Wahto: Great. Ok and we actually do have a phone caller. Can the person on the 20 

phone hear me, and if so can you announce yourself? 21 

Marie Kellner: Hi, yea this is Marie Kellner with the Idaho Conservation League. 22 

Heidi Wahto: Hi Marie.  23 

Marie Kellner: Hi. 24 

Heidi Wahto: Can everybody hear her okay? I can actually turn that little machine up. 25 

Marie Kellner: Thanks. 26 

Heidi Wahto: Okay that's as loud as that’ll go and hopefully, Marie, with everyone using 27 

a microphone you'll be able to hear us. 28 

Marie Kellner: Yep, actually I could hear everybody pretty well, thanks. 29 

Kevin Webb: Perfect. 30 
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Heidi Wahto: Well that’s a good test of our audio system. Ok, so most of you, some of 1 

you were at our... most of us were at the site visit this afternoon, Liz, and so for the three of you 2 

and Marie on the phone... Hey, Marie are you able to see my screen? Are you participating also? 3 

Marie Kellner: You know what I’m not, Heidi, I’ve tried. I’ve been sitting here like 4 

trying and refreshing and stuff and it’s not pulling up. And I thought maybe I had like the 5 

afternoon one, but I’ve tried both of the links I have and it’s not coming up.  6 

Heidi Wahto: That’s frustrating. 7 

Marie Kellner: But that’s ok because I’ll see it later I’m sure. 8 

Heidi Wahto: Ok, yes it will be on the website. I really apologize for that.  9 

Marie Kellner: Ok. 10 

Heidi Wahto: I probably should have taken a little time this afternoon and uploaded it to 11 

the website and then you could have followed along that way, but I didn’t know what I didn’t 12 

know. So, what we're going to do is go through the Project location here. Marie, have you been 13 

to the Project before? 14 

Marie Kellner: Me? I couldn’t tell if you were talking to me, I’m sorry. 15 

Heidi Wahto:  Have you, Marie, been to the Project before? 16 

Marie Kellner: Yes, I have been to the Project before, thanks. 17 

Heidi Wahto: And Tamsen you have. Zack, have you? 18 

Zack Autin: I have not. 19 

Heidi Wahto: You haven’t, we’ll have to get you out there. And you know the vicinity 20 

quite well I take it? 21 

Zack Autin: I know the area very well.  22 

Heidi Wahto: Yes, ok awesome. So, I’ll just breeze through this. Project location is on 23 

the Boise River, and the dam is located at river mile 58.9, that’s six miles southeast of downtown 24 

Boise. It used to be… we used to be able to say it was six miles from Boise. But now it is just a 25 

few hundred feet from the city limits, and we can still say it is six miles from downtown Boise. 26 

The Project is also located four miles downstream of Lucky Peak Dam. That’s an Army Corps of 27 

Engineers facility. And then Diversion Dam between is a Bureau of Reclamation facility 28 

operated by Boise Project Board of Control. The Project lies within the 425-acre Boise Pool 29 

Conservation Area. That’s where the entirety of the Project headpond is located. So here are 30 

some specs on the Project layout.  31 
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Chuck Salo: There’s going to be a correction. There’s two horizontal Kaplan units at 2.1 1 

megawatts, or 2,000 kilowatts each. Sorry about that. 2 

Kevin Webb: Yea, I think that’s the flow. 3 

Heidi Wahto: Yea, we did confuse that; I’m going to fix that; there’s a typo.  4 

Chuck Salo: They’re 1,077 cfs flow each. 5 

Heidi Wahto: Yea, so 400-foot-long spillway, that’s 25 feet high. 1,100-foot-long 6 

embankment dam that is the former rail bed associated with the lumber mill, that is 7 

approximately 39 feet high. Headpond as I mentioned behind the dam that occupies 8 

approximately 25 acres, and other features associated with the Project are the tailrace, short 9 

transmission, most of which is underground, and the recreational trail and canoe portage. So here 10 

is the Project layout photo. And this is primarily the area just around the dam and the 11 

powerhouse, doesn’t show the full extent of the headpond. Anything you want to point out? 12 

Kevin Webb: Nope, do you want me to be the pointer guy again? 13 

Heidi Wahto: Well we do have a pointer at the end of the desk.  14 

Kevin Webb: Oh, ok. 15 

Heidi Wahto: If there are any… We might end up referring back to this picture; we did a 16 

couple of times earlier this afternoon. Let me point out just a couple of things also on this photo 17 

which aren’t super easy to see but there are a number of public safety features upstream of the 18 

spillway, and there’s a cable that runs between those islands, you see those dots there.  19 

Kevin Webb: Right, it goes up here, and then there’s another one. 20 

Heidi Wahto: And then there’s a boat exclusion… What do you call it? 21 

Elise Anderson: Boater restraint cable.  22 

Heidi Wahto: Boater restraint cable, thank you. There are also a couple of signs in the 23 

Barber Pool area, one is on an island and one is on the bank of the river upstream, identifying the 24 

hazard zones related to the Project, the intake and the spillway. So, Project Operations. Do I have 25 

all the facts right on this one? Check it while I’m talking. 26 

Chuck Salo: Yep, perfect. 27 

Heidi Wahto: So, it’s operated in a run-of-river mode, which means that the powerhouse 28 

takes the water that is coming downstream and… 29 

Elise Anderson: Inflow equals outflow.  30 

Kevin Webb: Exactly. 31 
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Heidi Wahto: Inflow equals outflow. And it provides virtually negligible storage behind 1 

the dam. The level of the pool behind the dam is set by an automated pond level control and it 2 

adjust the turbine-generator units to chase that pond level. The pond level is effectively two pond 3 

levels. One for winter season and one for irrigation season. During the winter, the Enel operator 4 

drops the water to just below the spillway so that the thin sheen of water that is I think 5 

commonly seen at the Project is not flowing over the face of the dam, freezing and causing ice 6 

build-up on the face of the dam, additional loading and cause damage to the concrete. During 7 

irrigation season the pond level is set just above the lip of the spillway such that there is a 8 

constant flow of water over the top of the dam. All excess flow over 2,100 cfs pass over the 9 

spillway. That’s the maximum hydraulic capacity of the two units at full power. Correct? Ok. So, 10 

our local operator conducts daily inspections of the powerhouse, that’s Monday through Sunday, 11 

seven days a week. The Project is also remotely monitored 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, from 12 

the operations headquarters in Andover. One feature that was important to point out today, and I 13 

don’t have a great photo of it here in the presentation, Zack, but I can show you where those 14 

photos are on our Box system, is the manually operated trash raking system that removes river 15 

debris that comes down the Boise River, especially under high flows. That debris is pulled out. 16 

All of the human contributed garbage is removed from the materials allowed to continue on its 17 

way and are returned to the Boise River downstream of the dam. And a key point about the 18 

Project is that it generates clean renewable energy that powers approximately 3,000 homes 19 

locally at 4 megawatts. So, here’s a photo of the powerhouse. This photo was taken in September 20 

of last year. You can see there the amount of water coming over the dam here is probably within 21 

an inch of the spillway. One unit is operating in that picture, but I don’t know what the flow 22 

through the powerhouse was at that point. 23 

Marie Kellner: Heidi, this is Marie Kellner. I think that I have connected, and it says now 24 

that someone in the wifi meeting will let me in shortly. But I just wanted to flag that to you to see 25 

if you can accept me or something. But thank you, sorry to interrupt. 26 

Heidi Wahto: Let me see, yea add to meeting. Ok, let’s see, let me go back to the 27 

presentation. Marie, you can tell me what you see. 28 

Marie Kellner: Something is happening. There it is. Thank you. 29 

Heidi Wahto: You can see the powerhouse. Ok, great. And I’m on slide… Not quite 30 

halfway through. So, there is the upstream view taken on the same day. You can see the boat 31 
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rope here on the left. You can also just make out I think the stairway that connects the upper pool 1 

with the canoe take-out with the canoe put-in downstream. The islands that are in the middle, the 2 

small dots of islands that are connected by an exclusion cable are off to the right, but you can’t 3 

distinguish one from the other. So here is where I will take a pause and ask if there are any 4 

questions about how the Project operates, where it’s located, how it’s situated on the Boise 5 

River? Again, for the record please when we pass you the microphone please state your name. 6 

Liz Paul: This is Liz Paul. So, we talked earlier today about the fact that the dam has been 7 

there a long time, so there is sediment built up and there is sediment of course deposited 8 

throughout the whole pool area. So, could you please explain how the water gets into the turbines 9 

and have you ever had to dredge out sediment, like where’s the intake, or has the intake had to be 10 

moved up higher because of sediment down at the bottom? 11 

Heidi Wahto: Thank you, that’s a good question. 12 

Kevin Webb: This is Kevin Webb. As far as dredging goes, I believe we’ve occasionally 13 

needed to dredge. This photograph is actually taken looking across the intake. The water is 14 

flowing into the turbines right here. So, on a couple of occasions, I think as recently as the last 15 

year, was it, when we had to replace the trash racks? 16 

Kyle Brown: Yea during the high flow year that we had. 17 

Heidi Wahto: Marie, are you able to hear the discussion? Marie, are you able to hear the 18 

discussion? 19 

Marie Keller: I am, can you all hear me? 20 

Kevin Webb: Yep. 21 

Marie Keller: I hung up the phone once the computer worked and then now I was just 22 

sort of hoping that my speakers worked on the computer. But I can hear. 23 

Heidi Wahto: Ok, great. 24 

Kyle Brown: This is Kyle Brown with Enel Green Power. We have, on one occasion that 25 

I’m aware of, we had to remove some sand near the bottom of the trash rack, only so repairs 26 

could be made to the track rack itself. There is a rock trap that is at the bottom of the trash rack. 27 

The water at that point is about 35 feet deep at its deepest point. And normally those rock traps 28 

capture any sand that’s there. But during high flow spring run-off, there has been occasion where 29 

there’s more material there that works its way through the turbine, but some of that has had to be 30 

moved around in order to do inspections.  31 
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Heidi Wahto: So, do you dredge, or do you just push it around? 1 

Kyle Brown: What was used the last time was air, essentially a giant vacuum that just 2 

moved the material out of the way so that it could be inspected. 3 

Heidi Wahto: Ok.  4 

Kyle Brown: And whatever was taken out has to be removed, taken out and trucked off. 5 

Heidi Wahto: Ok. But as far as for regular operations, the intakes do not need to be 6 

cleared of sediment. 7 

Kyle Brown: Correct. 8 

Tamsen Binggeli: And at what level are they at beneath the water, the intakes? 9 

Kyle Brown: They’re 35 feet deep, yea. 10 

Heidi Wahto: Any other questions on Project operations, layout, location, orientation? 11 

Ok, we’ll move into the next agenda item and that is the FERC relicensing process. I’ll give you 12 

a quick overview. Federal Energy Regulatory Commission regulates non-federal dams. Those 13 

are non-Corps of Engineers, non-Bureau of Reclamation. FERC has the exclusive authority to 14 

issue licenses and those are by regulation allowed to be for a period of 30 to 50 years. FERC 15 

monitors license compliance throughout the term of the license and for all FERC regulated 16 

projects, whether they are licensed or exempted, another kind of authorization from FERC, they 17 

fall under these dam safety regulations, they are inspected and monitored specifically for dam 18 

safety. A FERC license defines what can be built. This is not only for when we build projects, 19 

but also for project modifications, modifications to existing projects, how a project can be 20 

operated, and it determines other conditions. Other agencies have separate authorities that are 21 

independent of FERC but are coordinated by FERC and an example of that is the 401 Water 22 

Quality Certification process. And here it is issued by the DEQ. Traditional Licensing Process is 23 

this now five-and-a-half-year regulatory process that Enel and Ada County have entered into. 24 

The have opted to follow the Traditional Licensing Process and we requested use of the TLP for 25 

this Project with the filing of the PAD back in November of last year. The application of this 26 

process to this Project was approved by FERC in February of this year. And what the filing of 27 

this request and along with it our Notice of Intent and Pre-Application Document, I’ll get into 28 

that a little bit in a moment, what we did was kick-off a three-stage public consultation process 29 

that will lead us to a point where we are ready to file a Final License Application with FERC by 30 

the deadline, which is November 30, 2021. So, you can see here what the three stages of 31 
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consultation are. We are in Stage 1. We presented the Project setting to stakeholders, that was 1 

this Pre-Application Document, and we’ll go over that in a little bit more detail. Stakeholders 2 

identify information needs. That’s what we are inviting you all here to do here today and through 3 

this public comment period that we are kicking off with this meeting, then you will have 60 days 4 

to submit your comments and study request, 60 days from today, which will lead us to May 20th. 5 

So, Stage 1 then will close on May 20th with the filing of your comments. Then we will kick-off 6 

Stage 2 wherein we consider the study requests and conduct the reasonable and necessary studies 7 

that have been requested though the study planning process, the study execution and then our 8 

environmental analysis will lead to development of a Draft License Application and the study 9 

results. We will provide that Draft License Application to stakeholders, agencies, and tribes and 10 

invite a 90-day review and comment on that milestone. So, when that 90 days closes, that is the 11 

end of Stage 2, kicks off Stage 3 where we consider all of the comments and refine our Draft 12 

License Application, and file our Final License Application with FERC. Then starts FERC’s 13 

post-filing process. FERC will conduct scoping, a formal scoping, under the National 14 

Environmental Policy Act. FERC consults with this group of stakeholders, agencies and tribes all 15 

over again and considers any additional information needs or study requests. At that time, they 16 

perform their environmental analysis, typically what happens and what we would expect for a 17 

project like this is that will result in an EA, an Environmental Analysis document, not an EIS, 18 

that’s typically reserved by FERC for far more complicated projects, and then FERC will issue a 19 

new conditioned FERC license for the next 40 years for this Project. Right now for FERC the 20 

default duration of all licenses, barring any other special conditions, is 40 years, that’s what we 21 

would expect on this Project. So, relicensing. What does FERC look for? Is the Applicant’s 22 

proposal best suited for the waterway according to the standards of the Federal Power Act? What 23 

changes are the Licensees proposing for the next licensing term? So, changes to how the project 24 

operates, the facility, how it functions, how do these proposed changes relate to the project 25 

baseline and the existing environment? So, where the rubber really hits the road, because this this 26 

why we’re all here today, and this is why Enel and Ada County have kicked off this process and 27 

invited everyone here, speaking to a much bigger room of people but trying to get the same script 28 

on the record, we need your information, and we need your information requests. FERC License 29 

Application contains this alphabet soup of components, of basically chapters to the License 30 

Application. It’s multi-volumed. A license application can be many hundreds of pages long, and 31 
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even longer. But what I think is the key component on this slide here is that the consultation 1 

process, this public process, presentation of the existing information, receiving of information 2 

requests, information needs, and study requests, your comments and public involvement through 3 

this process is what helps us build the Environmental Analysis section of the license application. 4 

So where is all of this information going to be available to the public? We have a website. Zack, 5 

have you visited it yet? 6 

Zack Autin: I have not. 7 

Heidi Wahto: Now you know where you can find it. It’s not linked on McMillen’s 8 

website, but it is hosted by McMillen. Currently on the Project website is the licensing schedule, 9 

and it’s updated as of last week. So, we’ll update it again tomorrow, just a few notes about what 10 

milestones we have hit including today. The Pre-Application Document is on there. Notifications 11 

to FERC and other milestones will all be placed on our website. These same documents are 12 

available on FERC’s eLibrary which is accessible at ferc.gov. You need to be sure to know the 13 

Project number by FERC’s definition is P-4881. That’s how you conduct that search. We are 14 

also maintaining a distribution list. So, if you prefer to use our website to share information, but 15 

we also have a requirement to distribute all of our milestones publicly and to our distribution list. 16 

So, we prefer to do that by email. If you aren’t yet on our distribution list, let me or Sam or 17 

Kevin know. We do have a few folks who prefer to receive paper copy, so we make that 18 

available here at the Ada County Operations Department. We also have a physical copy of every 19 

filing that the licensees make as far as this relicensing available here for review and 20 

photocopying. Also, the contact information for Kevin and I are available to answer questions. I 21 

won’t say 24/7 again, but you can certainly send an email whenever the moment strikes you. 22 

Those are our direct lines. That’s not my direct line, but that is the best way to reach me. So, 23 

here’s our relicensing process schedule, and it is March 21st, so we are having a joint meeting 24 

for consultation, and site visit. The next milestone in this process is to receive your comments on 25 

the PAD and your study requests. So that is by regulation set at 60 days from this joint meeting, 26 

consistent with May 20th. If anyone has a problem with that day, please just let us know with a 27 

little bit of advance notice. But we would prefer you submit your comments on or before. We 28 

can take comments today, we’ll be taking comments and questions today. But I think that we 29 

would prefer that our written record includes your comments submitted in written form. So, I 30 

will give you our mailing address near the end. This presentation will also be put on the website, 31 
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so if I’m going to fast or if you want to go back and check all of the details. I will make that one 1 

kilowatt to cfs correction, otherwise it will be exactly the same. So usually this is where I would 2 

pause here and ask if there are any questions regarding the FERC process at this point. And that 3 

would also give me a chance to drink some water.  4 

Tamsen Binggeli: This is Tamsen Binggeli. I’m curious as to why it isn’t until the very 5 

end that the actual Environmental Assessment is done. And I see that your application includes 6 

the Environmental Analysis, so can you just explain what is in the Environmental Analysis and 7 

how is that different from what is in the Environmental Assessment, and why are we waiting 8 

until such a late period to do that? 9 

Heidi Wahto: So, the Environmental Assessment is FERC’s product, and FERC’s process 10 

kicks off when we file our Final License Application. But in a nutshell, what the licensees do in 11 

the licensing process, what it results in is presentation to FERC of an Environmental Assessment 12 

that is nearly complete for their purposes of conducting NEPA. That's a pretty close accurate 13 

description of it. So, we don't do an EA under NEPA. But we give FERC almost everything that 14 

we think they need to do their EA, their NEPA. Does that make sense? 15 

Tamsen Binggeli: It does. 16 

Kevin Webb: This is Kevin Webb. Marie, can you hear me ok? 17 

Marie Kellner: Yes, I can, thanks. I’ve got it muted just so you all know, but I can hear 18 

fine. 19 

Kevin Webb: Ok, good. So, beyond the environmental information provided in our 20 

license application, once FERC receives it, they will go through the application. First make sure 21 

it’s complete. And then second, review it for the content of the environmental information. And 22 

if they feel that there is something that they need in addition to what we’ve already provided, and 23 

it could be as much as asking us to do an additional study, then they will give us what’s called an 24 

Additional Information Request and we’ll have a certain time period to file that. But again, this is 25 

FERC’s process. The process that we’re using is the licensing process that’s been around for 26 

forever basically. And that’s just the way it works.  27 

Liz Paul: This is Liz Paul. So, one of the best parts of an EA or an EIS is the comparison 28 

of alternatives. So, I presume you’re not going to get two or three alternatives and hand them to 29 

FERC, so FERC will say “no action” right, and they’ll have to analyze that, and you’ll say what 30 
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you want to do, and then where will be the opportunities be to say well no it has to be a different 1 

type of project? 2 

Kevin Webb: So, again this is Kevin Webb. The FERC’s Environmental Assessment will 3 

consider, they’re required to consider all reasonable alternatives. So, the No Action alternative 4 

would be basically issuing us the same license all over again, operating the Project as it currently 5 

is. There is our proposal. There may be alternative proposals put out there by stakeholders. They 6 

may consider denying the license, which would then turn into a dam decommissioning. Am I 7 

missing anything? So those are kind of the standard options that they will consider, and they may 8 

dismiss one altogether. So, if no one comes forward recommending denial of the license and 9 

decommissioning of the dam, then they will dismiss that. But they will actually consider it then 10 

dismiss it with the EA, and there will be opportunity for the public to comment on that 11 

Environmental Assessment.  12 

Heidi Wahto: This is Heidi. Those additional alternatives that may come from 13 

stakeholders or agencies considered by FERC staff, and often they are added to the applicant’s 14 

proposal or used to slightly modify the applicant’s proposal. And so, it becomes what's called the 15 

Staff Alternative, and quite typically FERC will adopt the staff alternative, the licensee’s 16 

alternative with additional conditions.  17 

Kevin Webb: Spot on. One factor that is not really addressed in this presentation, but I 18 

did mention it in the afternoon meeting, is that the State will need to issue a Water Quality 19 

Certification for the Project, which is a certification that the Project, with proper conditioning, 20 

will continue to meet State water quality standards. Anything that the State puts in that State 21 

Water Quality Certification, FERC must adopt in the license, either equal or exceed that. So, 22 

once we file the application for license with FERC, there will be a parallel process for the Water 23 

Quality Certification. 24 

Heidi Wahto: Marie, any questions from you at this point? 25 

Marie Kellner: No, I'm good, thank you though. 26 

Heidi Wahto: Okay, great. 27 

Pat Wickman: Hi, Pat Wickman. The question I have is kind of on what Kevin just said, 28 

what is the proposed action in the Project? Could you just walk through that? It doesn’t need to 29 

be long. Because you describe the No Action as continuing as it is, what is that break? 30 
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Kevin Webb: This is Kevin Webb. Our proposed action, we can't specifically define that 1 

right now. So, once we go through this process of receiving comments, we’ll come up with 2 

studies that we're going to conduct. We’ll consult with various individuals on how these studies 3 

are going to be conducted. We’ll eventually end up with what, as a result of all the of these 4 

studies, what we will propose for modifications to the Project, or its operations, to meet the 5 

concerns of the various stakeholders. We call them PMEs, project mitigation and enhancement… 6 

Heidi Wahto: Protection. 7 

Kevin Webb: Protection, mitigation, and enhancement measures, alphabet soup. So that's 8 

what we're steering towards. So, we may come up with… ideally, we'll come up with a set of 9 

proposed PME measures that everyone agrees with. Based on my experience, not everyone is 10 

going to agree with everything. But we'll come up with something that we feel we can live with, 11 

and that will hopefully meet most of the concerns of the stakeholders. And again, through the 12 

FERC process, the stakeholders have the ability to provide comment on that and to urge FERC to 13 

adopt other measures, or additional measures. 14 

Heidi Wahto: Good discussion. So, we will review our Pre-Application Document. 15 

Again, this is what we filed on November 29th and distributed it on November 30th, that was the 16 

5-year deadline prior to expiration of the license. And so that is a regulatory requirement, to file 17 

that within 5 ½ to 5 years, and we hit it just at the five-year deadline. So, this is the summary of 18 

the Table of Contents of the PAD. We invite everyone to the review the PAD as you are thinking 19 

about what additional information study requests you might want to resubmit on this Project, 20 

because this is our first and best attempt to present the existing, relevant, and reasonably 21 

available information on the Project. So, to develop the PAD, we, McMillen and Louis Berger, 22 

were contacted by Enel to perform a due diligence of this reasonably obtainable existing relevant 23 

information on the Project. This included contacting the appropriate agencies. We did that with a 24 

number of one-on-one phone calls to confirm point of contact, level of involvement, and interest. 25 

We sent out a Stakeholder Questionnaire asking for such things as point of contact, new 26 

information about the Project, and the availability of that information. We performed online 27 

research. It's wonderful to be able to go into a licensing in the modern age and have a lot more 28 

data about the Project, a lot more information that's publicly available. Development of a 29 

comprehensive PAD, much more successful. I’m going to speak for just a moment about 30 

consultation. So, we have been performing consultation, and that’s what this meeting is. There's 31 
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a requirement that we maintain a consultation record and present that to FERC, that all along the 1 

way we are conducting an open and publicly transparent process. We keep a log of all 2 

communications, emails, phone calls, and this all goes into the FERC record, which becomes an 3 

appendix to the license application. Again, I invite you to review the PAD. Tell us what's wrong 4 

about it. We did notice a few errors in it that were pointed out to us. A few information needs 5 

have already been coming in. We welcome your comments by email or just a phone call, but 6 

honestly for the FERC record your written comments… an agency will typically submit one set 7 

of comments covering a number of divisions within the agency. BREN might consider 8 

submitting a set of comments for multiple… individuals from any organization can submit 9 

comments. So, May 20th of 2019, I'll say it one more time before this presentation is over, so you 10 

don't forget it. We'd love to hear about your information from the PAD, data gaps, things that we 11 

missed when performing our due diligence. Provide us your study requests. You can submit your 12 

written comments to Kevin or to me, email is just fine, but paper copy is also welcome, so there 13 

are physical addresses. It's optional for you to eFile your comments at FERC. It's a little bit of a 14 

difficult system, eFiling, eServices, eLibrary, to navigate. So, if you have any questions, feel free 15 

to give me or Sam a call, then we can walk you through how to navigate FERC. We're also 16 

accepting verbal comments today. A transcript has to be produced and filed with FERC, we’ll 17 

also put it on the website. It'll take several days, a couple weeks to turn through almost four 18 

hours of meetings, clean up and make sure all the spellings are spelled accurately, but that we’ll 19 

get that up along with this presentation. So, study requests. FERC has published a set of 20 

guidelines. I've included the URL here. It's maybe a 20- or 22-page document, and provides a lot 21 

of good information and guidelines, next to the regulations that define these guidelines, and then 22 

some examples. But your study requests and your comments don’t necessarily have to follow 23 

these guidelines that we are adopting for the Traditional Licensing Process. I will point out 24 

though that the key item on that list there is project nexus, and that is the connection to the 25 

project of your study request. So, Kevin used the example in the earlier meeting that it might be 26 

interesting to know what a butterfly is doing on top of the mountain that overlooks the reservoir, 27 

but what is the nexus of that creature with the operation and continued existence of the project. 28 

So, we can talk about anything related to anything at this point, but if you’ve got any questions 29 

on the presentation up until now, I'm going to take those, and if you've got more formal 30 
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comments, we had some people presents some more formal comments in advance of what we 1 

understand will be there written comments, we can take those now too. 2 

Marie Kellner: Heidi, this is Marie. I have a question.  3 

Heidi Wahto: Sure, great. 4 

Marie Kellner: I wondered just on the prior slide thinking about the difference between 5 

public interest considerations and…  or I guess really what exactly are you all thinking of when 6 

you think about public interest considerations? Can you provide some examples, or is that 7 

defined within FERC? Like is that a specific set of interests, or is it more general? 8 

Heidi Wahto: I'll read you what the regulation says here… And I don’t know why that… 9 

Kevin Webb: My computer does exactly the same thing. It gets a little narcoleptic every 10 

now and then. So, Marie, this is Kevin. These criteria for study requests actually come out of 11 

FERC’s Integrated Licensing Process. We use them in the traditional process as just a general 12 

guideline. You know as a private citizen or as an NGO, we don't necessarily expect that you're 13 

going to answer all of these questions in detail. The resource agencies that we deal with are very 14 

used to dealing with these, and they actually have almost form letters where they’ve got this all 15 

boilerplated out. The really key part of what we're looking for is really Number 5, the project 16 

nexus. How is what you’re asking for connected to the Project, and in particular, how might the 17 

information that you're requesting connect to FERC’s conditioning of the license? 18 

Marie Kellner: Okay. 19 

Kevin Webb: Does that make sense to you? 20 

Marie Kellner: Yep, that does and that’s kind of, just in thinking about, thinking okay like 21 

think about all this through the lens of the nexus within each of the other considerations, 22 

guidelines. 23 

Kevin Webb: Yea, I honestly am a little bit confused about the relevant public interest 24 

considerations as well. 25 

Heidi Wahto: This is Heidi. Items 2 and 3 sort of go together. The first one is for resource 26 

agencies and the second one is for non-resource agency study requesters. So, resource agencies 27 

may have an authority under which they are requesting the study. The public may just have an 28 

interest, their own interest in the Project. 29 
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Marie Kellner: Okay, that makes sense too because part of what I was thinking of was… 1 

okay a fair amount of the things that I would hope would be considered would fall under 2 

resource management goals, and so I was just trying to sort that out. That makes a lot of sense 3 

Heidi Wahto: Great, I hope that answered your question. 4 

Marie Kellner: Yea, it did thanks.  5 

Heidi Wahto: There's another question in the audience. 6 

Liz Paul: This is Liz Paul. Alright so I know it's getting late, but so this is sort of an 7 

interesting Project in that we have public entity Ada County and a private for-profit entity that 8 

are co-applicants for the licensees. But can I have you guys tell me how much you think you 9 

should be doing for the community, or for the well-being of the Earth in general, and that you are 10 

harnessing our public resource, water, and a dam in the middle of the river, that you inherited but 11 

it has to stay there for you guys to have your Project. And you know you look around and there's 12 

some stairs and a little pathway around the Project, but besides that, this Project has not given 13 

back very much. You go to Idaho Power's projects, which are much bigger, but there's a lot of 14 

campgrounds and hot showers and, Kevin, you guys know, you've worked on a ton of different 15 

projects, and all the different things that hydropower licensees provide for recreation, cultural 16 

stuff, anthropological stuff, interpretive stuff, etc. So, are you guys open to be able to contribute 17 

more to the community for all the good ideas that come through the relicensing? 18 

Kevin Webb: Yes, I mean ultimately yes. So being, as you pointed out, joint licensees of 19 

a public entity and a private entity, ultimately we need to come up with a proposal for relicensing 20 

this facility that Chairman Kenyon will need to sign off on. So, the County's involvement here is 21 

going to be a very key part of this. Yes, we do have a recreational facility. Yes, I expected that 22 

we would probably be making some improvements to that. I should also point out that the Barber 23 

Pool Conservation Area would not exist without this dam in place. Quite honestly, we thought 24 

long and hard about our decision to relicense this facility. It is not currently making a lot of 25 

money and… sorry I heard a doorbell there, excuse me. And so, one of the considerations we had 26 

to consider was well what would happen should we not agree to move ahead with relicensing this 27 

facility, and just say “FERC sorry it's been nice but we're done, we're not going to relicense 28 

this”? And it would then turn into a dam decommissioning issue, which could involve very many 29 

of the same studies that we're going to undertake now, and could turn into dam removal. That's a 30 

pretty scary prospect of getting into. And so, we felt that it was better to move forward with 31 
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relicensing. The dam just by its very presence has value, environmental value to the Barber Pool, 1 

and we can debate that. 2 

Liz Paul: The Boise River is just fine without the Barber Pool. 3 

Kevin Webb: Okay, but there is some unique habitat up there. Now when you refer to the 4 

recreational facilities and campgrounds and things like that provided by Idaho Power, a) those 5 

are much larger facilities, b) that is a public utility which can then take those costs and roll them 6 

into their next rate increase. We cannot do that. We are on fixed-rate power contracts, or 7 

contract, and I think soon to go onto market rates, which are even worse these days. So quite 8 

frankly, we're between a rock and a hard place here. We need to come out of this with a 9 

hydroelectric project that continues to be an economically viable facility for us, continues to 10 

provide renewable energy generation by virtue of the fact that water is heavy stuff that falls 11 

downhill and we make it spin a propeller and turn a generator, that's fundamentally how this 12 

thing works, and yes we pride ourselves on being a good neighbor and a good member of the 13 

community, and we try to provide as much as we can to the community, but we cannot provide 14 

campgrounds and everything else. That is just the fact of the matter. So, we look forward to 15 

working with you, but understand there's only so much that we can provide. We are essentially 16 

on a fixed income. 17 

Liz Paul: Thank you. 18 

Kevin Webb: Okay, thank you. 19 

Heidi Wahto: Any other questions from the room? Any other questions from the phone?  20 

Marie Kellner: No, I'm good, thank you. 21 

Heidi Wahto: Well then, I appreciate everyone's time, and I'm glad I got through that 22 

presentation quite a bit faster, keep this meeting to actually under an hour. Thank you to 23 

everyone who has committed the last several days leading up to this and the next several months 24 

and years of working together and working towards a solution that everyone can live with. So, I 25 

am going to stop the recording at this time, and the meeting has ended at 7:59. Thanks 26 

everybody. 27 


